‘And so the kingdom of heaven may be
compared to a king who decided to settle
his accounts with his servants. When the
reckoning began, they brought him a man
who owed ten thousand talents; but he had
no means of paying, so his master gave orders
that he should be sold, together with his wife
and children and all his possessions, to meet
the debt. At this, the servant threw himself
down at his master’s feet. “Give me time,” he
said, “and I will pay the whole sum.” And the
servant’s master felt so sorry for him that he
let him go and cancelled the debt. Now as this
servant went out, he happened to meet a fellow
servant who owed him one hundred denarii;
and he seized him by the throat and began to
throttle him. “Pay what you owe me,” he said.
His fellow servant fell at his feet and implored
him, saying, “Give me time and I will pay you.”
But the other would not agree; on the contrary,
he had him thrown into prison till he should
pay the debt. His fellow servants were deeply
distressed when they saw what had happened,
and they went to their master and reported the
whole affair to him. Then the master sent for
him. “You wicked servant,” he said, “I cancelled
all that debt of yours when you appealed to
me. Were you not bound, then, to have pity on
your fellow servant just as I had pity on you?”
And in his anger the master handed him over
to the torturers till he should pay all his debt.
And that is how my heavenly Father will deal
with you unless you each forgive your brother
from your heart.’
■■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time / A

FORGIVENESS BEYOND CALCULATION
In the parable of the Unforgiving Debtor
that Jesus tells in response to Peter’s question
about forgiveness, the debt of ‘ten thousand
talents’ is an utterly fantastic sum: in today’s
terms, ‘billions of dollars’—something that the
servant, despite his plea for time, could never
hope to repay. He stands to lose absolutely
everything—freedom, family, possessions—
for his whole life long. The master’s generosity
in cancelling the debt in effect restores his life.
In comparison, the debt that the servant
himself is owed by a fellow servant and which
he is violently unwilling to remit, is paltry.
The equivalent of a few hundred days’ wages.
Given time, it could easily be paid off. Hence
the wickedness of the servant in not passing
on to his fellow even a tiny portion of the
immense generosity he had himself received.
The Lord would have Peter and all members
of the community understand that they live
as people who, through Christ’s costly love,
have received remission of a debt (the debt
of sin) that they could never repay. How
inappropriate then an unwillingness to forgive
fellow members of the community the ‘debts’
set up by injury on a much smaller scale.
That said, we know that forgiveness is not
something to speak of lightly. For people who
have been deeply wronged finding the capacity
to forgive may be the task of a lifetime. It
cannot simply be willed—still less prescribed,
urged or imposed by others who have not
shared the loss. It is a grace, an entrance into
the mystery of God’s own generosity.

Brendan Byrne, SJ

FIRST READING

13 September 2020

Sir 27:30–28:7

A reading from the Book of Sirach.
Forgive your neighbour’s faults and when you pray,
your sins will be forgiven.

Resentment and anger, these are foul things,
and both are found with the sinner.
He who exacts vengeance will experience
the vengeance of the Lord,
who keeps strict account of sin.
Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you,
and when you pray, your sins will be forgiven.
If a man nurses anger against another,
can he then demand compassion from the Lord?
Showing no pity for a man like himself,
can he then plead for his own sins?
Remember the last things, and stop hating,
remember dissolution and death, and live by
the commandments.
Remember the commandments, and do not
bear your neighbour ill-will;
remember the covenant of the Most High,
and overlook the offence.
■■ The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 102: 1-4, 9-12. R. v. 8
R. The Lord is kind and merciful;
slow to anger and rich in compassion.
1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, / all my
being, bless his holy name. / My soul, give
thanks to the Lord / and never forget all his
blessings. R.
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, / who
heals every one of your ills, / who redeems
your life from the grave, / who crowns you
with love and compassion. R.
3. His wrath will come to an end; / he will
not be angry for ever. / He does not treat us
according to our sins / nor repay us according
to our faults. R.
4. For as the heavens are high above the
earth / so strong is his love for those who fear
him. / As far as the east is from the west / so
far does he remove our sins. R.

SECOND READING

14: 7-9

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Romans.

Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord.
The life and death of each of us has its influence
on others; if we live, we live for the Lord; and
if we die, we die for the Lord, so that alive or
dead we belong to the Lord. This explains why
Christ both died and came to life, it was so that
he might be Lord both of the dead and of the
living.
■■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Jn 13: 34
Alleluia, alleluia! / I give you a new
commandment: / love one another as I
have loved you. / Alleluia!
GOSPEL

Mt 18: 21-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

I tell you that you forgive not seven times but
seventy times seven.
Peter went up to Jesus and said, ‘Lord, how
often must I forgive my brother if he wrongs
me? As often as seven times?’ Jesus answered,
‘Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-seven times.
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Weekly collections
Letter boxes have been installed in
the front & western church foyers
for your collection money. We thank
you for your ongoing support.
2021 Resources
We will be ordering resources for
2021 shortly. If you would like to
order a Daily Mass book etc, please
contact the parish office.

Sunday Mass Times
6.00 pm — (Saturday Vigil)
8.30am — (Sunday)
10.00 am — (Sunday)
Weekday Mass/Services
Monday 14/9 No Services
Tuesday 15/9 Mass 12 noon
Wed 16/9 SHC Mass 7.30am
Thursday 17/9 No services
Friday 18/9
Mass 12 noon
Saturday 19/9 Mass 10am
Feast Days this week
Monday 14th September
The Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Tuesday 15th September
Our Lady of Sorrows
Wednesday 16th September
Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr and
Cyprian, bishop, martyr
Thursday 17th September
St Robert Bellarmine, bishop,
doctor
Saturday 19th September
St Januarius, bishop, martyr
Reconciliation
After midday Mass on Fridays
After 10am Mass on Saturdays
Baptisms
are held on the Second and Fourth
Sundays of each month at 11.15am
by arrangement through the Parish
office and with the Baptismal
Preparation Team.
Weddings - Contact Parish Office
Meditation
The Meditation group meet every
Tuesday from 11am in the McAuley
Room
Parish library
Our parish Library is open on Tues
and Fri mornings from 9.30am to
12pm. Come and join us for
Mahjong on Friday mornings. We
now have a display of costumes.
Come and have a look. We have a
great selection of books, DVD’s and
puzzles for you to borrow. Enjoy a
cup of tea/coffee and great
company.
Popes’ Prayer Intentions for
September
We pray that the planet's resources
will not be plundered, but shared in
a just and respectful manner.
Knights of the Southern Cross
Empty Cans /Bottle Collection
For Collection please ring
Pat Hodgson 0412 259 321

Welcome
We welcome into our
community this weekend
through Baptism:
Jackson Lange & Oscar Wilson
Keep updated with our
parish through our
facebook
page:
Brighton Catholic Parish
Brighton Parish Pastoral Council
Members
Fr Michael Kyumu,
Christina Jonas (Chairperson),
Emmy Smyk (Dep Chair),
Clare Thewlis,
Monica Conway (Secretary),
Graham Workman,
Helena Card, Amanda Parslow,
Keith Moorman, Chris Nell,
Mary Hyland, Di O’Neill,
Frank Verrall, Margaret Senyszyn,
Cara McGlaughlin (SHC Youth
Minister)
Readings for next weekend
19th/20th September 2020
25th Sunday in Ord Time, Yr A
1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9
2nd Reading:
Philippians 1:20-24, 27
Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Please pray for:
Recently Deceased
Raymond Shanley (Ireland),
Agnes McGearty (Ireland)
Deceased
Elsie Egan, Philomena Corcoran,
Elizabeth Hosking, Reginal Lange
Anniversaries
Maurie McCabe, Mary Nieuwendijk,
Fred Serrano, Marie Williams,
Carmel Preece.
Sick
Leo Price, Peggy Traynor; Ireland,
Peter Paige, Mary Coffey,
Robyn Williams, Pam Wallman,
Barbara Driscoll, Jim McClafferty,
Robert Wolf, Kevin Pardon,
Pam Wynn, Leon Grealy,
Chris Boast, Rachel Bainbridge,
Taylor Keen, Charlie Hamblen,
Duncan Booth, Fr Peter Dunn,
Margaret Mary Roche,
Bob McEvoy, Pat Donnelly,
Eileen Paige, Mr Biro,
Debbie Canino, Betty Fowles,
Sr Marietta Green, Margaret Doyle,
John Wallace, Carol Swavley,
Aoibhinn Delaney
Privacy Laws. All parishioners are encouraged to pray
for the sick. Masses will be offered on request. Due to
privacy laws, names will not be published on the sick
list in the bulletin without prior permission of the person
involved.

This weekend, we celebrate Child
Protection Sunday, on which we
pray for those who have been
abused, their families and supporters.
The Church takes a zero-tolerance
approach to child abuse. We
recommit to practices that support
survivors and make the Catholic
Church and its ministries the safest
possible place for children and people
at risk. Find out more at:
www.catholic.org.au/childprotections
unday
and
www.catholicreligious.org.au/safegua
rding
In the foyer, there are puzzles for
children. Please take one for your
children or grandchildren.
The
puzzles are a way for children to learn
that they have a right to speak up and
be safe and happy.
……………..

Catholic Charities Appeal
Please support the Catholic
Charities 2020 Appeal – pick up a
brochure from the foyer or make a
donation
online
at
www.adelaide.catholic.org.au or via
Catholic Charities Appeal, Reply Paid
912, Adelaide SA 5001. For more
information please call Annie O’Neill,
Manager Catholic Charities on 08
8210 8157 or visit Catholic Charities
pages on the website:
www.adelaide.catholic.org.au/charity
-and-giving/catholic-charities/aboutcatholic-charities
Donations of more than $2 are tax
deductible.
………….

Direct Giving App
The Adelaide Archdiocese’s Find a
Mass App has been upgraded to
allow people to contribute via their
mobile phone. Users can make a oneoff donation or set up recurring
donations to their parish and
community (second collection) and
for the support of the clergy (first
collection) as well as to special
collections held throughout the year.
If you have any inquiries, please call
8210 8160 or email
cathcomm@adelaide.catholic.org.au
………….

Holy Places Appeal – Leaving
Collection this weekend
This
collection
promotes
the
missionary work of the Church in the
Holy Land by providing welfare
assistance to the local Christians in
areas such as health, education,
employment, and housing. Boxes are
in the foyer for your donations this
weekend.
……………

8.30am Mass Roster
A new roster needs to be made up
for the 8.30am Mass. If you would
like to be a reader or commentator,
please let the office know. If you
are already on the roster and wish
to stay on, you do not need to do
anything.
We
need
more
volunteers to help with this ministry.
…………

Christ the King News
Last week CTK hosted several
schools from within the cluster
(Stella Maris, St Martin de Porres, St
Bernadette's) to continue our ongoing
Visible
Learning Project.
This
combined learning is working towards
a building a greater level of personal
responsibility for our students within
their own learning. The day was a
great success and was a wonderful
opportunity for collegial sharing
wrapped carefully within the current
COVID 19 restrictions.
…………….

McAuley
Community News
Last Thursday our
Year 6 Learners spent the day
together on a ‘Journey to Emmaus’
led by Ben and Sara who are both
Youth Ministers in the region. The
day’s reflections, discussions and
activities were based on the breaking
open of the Road to Emmaus gospel
story. Through team games, the
learners were invited to explore the
meaning of the story and the
significance it held for them in their
own personal lives and also as
followers of Christ. Walking along
side and being the face of Jesus to
others was at the very heart of their
day together. Ben and Sara proved to
be very inspiring and committed role
models for our young learners as they
continue to explore their own
Christian faith.
……………

Reconciliation
On the windows at the back of the
church there are sheets titled
“Please pray for me”. Please write
your name and keep these children
in your prayers as they are
preparing to receive the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. We have seen
these children being presented at
our Masses in the last few
weeks. The children will receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on the
22nd September. Thank you.
…………

COVID Safe
We are all reminded to keep
ourselves and each other safe whilst
in our church and offices. Please
maintain a safe social distance
(currently 1.5m) between each other,
use the hand sanitiser, remember to
sign in (BYO Pen/ use wipes on pens
provided) whenever on the premises,
and if you are not well or
immunocompromised,
DO
NOT
come to Mass at this time.
We would respectfully ask that you
comply with any requests asked of
you by the COVID Marshal.
………………..

1st September
– 4th October
The Season of
Creation is a time to renew our
relationship with our Creator and all
creation through repenting, repairing,
and rejoicing together.
This year, amid crises that have
shaken our world, we’re awakened to
the urgent need to heal our
relationships with creation and each
other.
The Season of Creation unites the
world’s 2.2 billion Christians around
one shared purpose. With so much
injustice all around us, now is the time
for Christians everywhere to come
together and show the world how to
love each other and creation.
As Catholics we are called by Pope
Francis to encourage the People of
God to accelerate their walks towards
new paths for the Church and for an
integral ecology. In keeping with the
theme for 2020, we can focus on
reducing our impacts on Earth and on
the most vulnerable people.
The Adelaide and Port Pirie Dioceses
are in the process of developing a
“Council for Integral Ecology” to
encourage all parishioners and
Catholic bodies to embrace the
teaching of Laudato Si’ in practical
and faithful ways.
…………

Outdoor Mass - Celebrating the
Season of Creation
Join Archbishop Patrick O'Regan and
the Catholic Council for Integral
Ecology for an Outdoor Mass to
celebrate the 'Jubilee of the Earth' in
this Season of Creation. Set to take
place in Mercy Grove, the Catholic
Garden within the picturesque Belair
National Park, the Mass will take
place at 2.00pm on Thursday
September
24.
Bookings
are
essential to comply with National Park
capacity
limits.
Go
to
https://www.trybooking.com/BLLHO
to register your place.
Further
enquiries, please contact Sarah
Moffatt at the Catholic Diocesan
Centre on P: 8210 8210.

